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Social Conformity in the 1950s 
Teacher Page 

 
Overview: 
 
The 1950s was an era in which parents, government, schools, and society in general 
sought conformity. While many tried to live up to the ideal of the “All-American Boy” or 
“All-American Girl,” others spoke out against conformity. Some of these nonconformists 
sought to show their individuality through rock-and-roll music. Others, such as Jack 
Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg, sought to change the cookie-cutter image of literature. 
 
However, producers of popular television and movies made sure that the typical “All-
American family” was the main image that was portrayed in the top programs and films 
of the era. 
 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 

x analyze a source which demonstrates the “conformity” expected of the American 
family during the period 

x make conclusions about the source and its validity 
x speculate about the actual lifestyle of the “typical” 1950s American family 

 
Web Sites Used in this Lesson: 
 
Students will view the “ephemeral film” called A Date With Your Family, located at 
http://www.archive.org/movies/details-db.php?collection=prelinger&collectionid=10468. 
 
Plan in advance to make sure that your computer(s) can play the video clip. In general, 
Real Player or Windows Media Player should handle the clip easily. You should also 
make sure that students can hear the dialogue. A transcript of the narration is included in 
the appendix to this book; you may want to hand it out to students before they view the 
film.  
 
Strategies: 
 
Introduce this lesson by discussing the evolution of the role of the family in American 
society; for example, by looking at how the family today is portrayed in situation 
comedies or television dramas. Ask students if there is an “ideal” family, and if so, what 
sort of behavior would be expected of each member of the family. 
 
Distribute the worksheets to students and allot sufficient time for them to complete the 
questions. (Note: running time for the film clip is approximately ten minutes. Students 
may need to view the clip more than once in order to effectively answer all the 
questions.)  
 

http://www.archive.org/movies/details-db.php?collection=prelinger&collectionid=10468
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Student answers will vary, but in most instances will average 3–5 sentences. Some 
answers may range as much as one page. 
 
Wrap-Up: 
 
When students have completed the question sheets, lead a discussion about whether 
portrayals of the “typical” American family of the 1950s in films like A Date With Your 
Family were attempts to manipulate the social mores of the era, or were perceived by 
filmmakers to be a realistic view of families of the time. 
 
Extension Activity: 
 
Ask students to view similar films at the Prelinger archives 
(http://www.archive.org/details/prelinger/) and to note instances where the films promote 
social conformity. Have the class debate whether such films have value as tools for 
“socialization,” or if they cause more harm than good. 
 

http://www.archive.org/details/prelinger/
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Social Conformity 
Student Worksheet 

 
Introduction: 
 
During the 1950s, film and television producers made conscious attempts to portray an 
“ideal” American family in which mothers stayed at home and did housework, fathers 
went to work every day to make a living, and children went to school, came home and 
did their chores and homework, respected their parents, and never got into trouble. One 
such portrayal of the “ideal family” appears in the film you will view in this lesson. The 
film was intended to be “educational,” and was shown to many teenagers in school in the 
1950s.  
 
Directions: 
 
All Web links for this lesson can be found at: 
http://www.socialstudies.com/uslinks.html 
 
A Date With Your Family (1950) 
http://www.archive.org/movies/details-db.php?collection=prelinger&collectionid=10468 
 
Watch the film, then answer the following questions. 
 
1. According to the narrator, what is the “important date” the boy and girl seen in the 

beginning of the video are looking forward to? 
 
 
 
2. How do “Brother” and “Daughter” spend their time in the period prior to “Father” 

coming home for dinner? In what ways do their activities reinforce gender 
stereotypes? Give examples to support your answer. 

 
 
 
 
 
3. In the video, how do the children show respect to their parents? Give at least three 

examples. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.socialstudies.com/uslinks.html
http://www.archive.org/movies/details-db.php?collection=prelinger&collectionid=10468
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4. List at least three “don’ts” the narrator mentions during the film: 
 
 
 
 
 
5. How are each of the family members dressed? Do you think the clothing styles of the 

children and their parents reinforce the message of the film and the values it’s trying 
to promote? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 
6. Do you feel the film accurately depicts the American family of the period? Explain 

your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Which advice given in the film do you agree with? Which advice do you disagree 

with? Give at least three examples and explain why you agree or disagree with them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Do you think this film has any educational value, or is it just a form of “propaganda” 

designed to keep 1950s children in line? Explain your answer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. The film is quite “dated,” and you probably found parts of it to be unintentionally 

funny. What do you think 1950s teenagers would have thought of the film? How 
effective do you think the film was at shaping the way 1950s teens behaved towards 
their families?  

 
 
 
 


